CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
November 30, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Mike Pellicciotti, members were welcomed and we
opened with the Parish Council Prayer.
GUESTS INTRODUCTION – Mike Pellicciotti introduced Bradley Cook and Audrey Burke, the two new youth
members.
MEETING MINUTES - The minutes of the September 2016 meeting were approved as written having
previously been emailed to members. The names of the 11 members present are listed at the end of the
minutes.
COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AND PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS – (refer to Attachment A1) Mike Pellicciotti noted
the need to fill three council member openings. He repeated the addition of youth members Bradley Cook and
Audrey Burke. Anyone with names of potential members should submit them to Father Clarence or Mike
Pellicciotti.
PASTOR’S UPDATE – Father Clarence said that a group had met that evening to discuss the possible addition of
a Parish Center to Church of the Holy Family. It would include a gymnasium. Deacon Harley was present and
contributed information gained from building the OLGC parish center.
FINANCIAL UPDATE - Refer to Attachments A2 and A7 for financial information.
TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY – (refer to Attachment A3) Mike Pellicciotti discussed the need for a safer
transport experience for parishioners using this service. The current van is not configured well for this
application. It was decided that Mike will contact Good Shepherd to determine what service they offer on
Sundays.
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL – Mike Zick was not present to discuss the November 5th Diocesan Pastoral
Council meeting which he attended. Refer to Attachments A4 and A8 for details.
VOCATION CROSS INFORMATION – Mike Pellicciotti explained that he is willing to coordinate the activity
explained in Attachment A5 in our parish. It was agreed that Lent would be a good time to begin this. A
bulletin announcement will be run for several weeks beforehand to acquaint parishioners with the new
opportunity.
PCA FORWARD PLAN – Mike Pellicciotti and Todd Trencansky attended the Diocesan Road Show.
PARISH MINISTRIES UPDATE – Mike Pellicciotti opened the meeting up to anyone wanting to share ministry
updates. Audrey Burke mentioned she has been told that March for Life is a life-changing experience for
friends who have attended in the past. She strongly encouraged that Church of the Holy Family send a group
this year and will contact Mary Strojny to follow up on this.
PPC FORWARD PLAN – Tim Schum noted two names are listed on the membership form as interested in
becoming members of PPC. Father Clarence will follow up with these people to confirm their interest.
Additionally, the group congratulated Todd Trencansky on his upcoming and very much-deserved Immaculata
Award.

The next PPC meeting will be held in February 2017, the specific date being announced by Mike Pellicciotti in
the near future.
There being no further business, the meeting was closed with a prayer.
Respectively submitted, Jacquelyn Newman, Secretary

ATTENDANCE
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING – November 30, 2016
Bradley Cook
Audrey Burke
Greg Marx
Tim Schum
Ann DiTommaso
Bill Didas
Lorraine Allore
Todd Trencansky
Father Clarence Rumble
Jacquelyn Newman
Mike Pellicciotti

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting November 30th, 2016
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

 Opening Prayer/Welcome
 Guests
 Review of September 14th, 2016 PPC Meeting Minutes
 Council Membership & Parish Council Officers (A1)
 Pastor’s Update - (Fr. Clarence)
 Financial Update - (Joe Garbarino) (A2, A7 provided after our 11/30 meeting)
 Transportation Ministry (Mike Pellicciotti) (A3)
 Diocesan Pastoral Council (Michael Zick)
o November 5th DPC Meeting (A4, A8 provided after our 11/30 meeting)
 Vocation Cross Information (Mike Pellicciotti) (A5)
 PCA Forward Plan (Council Discussion)
o October 18th Diocesan Road Show: Catholic Charities, Office of
Family/Respect Life. (Mike Pellicciotti, Todd Trencansky) –
http://www.syracusediocese.org/offices/pastoral-planning/2016-road-showresources/

 Parish Ministries Update (Around the Room Discussion and A6 attachments)
 PPC Forward Plan (Council Discussion)
o Future agenda items, parish communications, parish needs?
 Other Items, Next Meeting (February 2017), Closing Prayer
PARISH COUNCIL PRAYER

Lord, we are gathered together for the Parish Council meeting.
You said that where two or three are gathered together in your name, you are there in their midst.
Be with us to guide us as we discuss Parish business.
Help us to focus our attention on what is good for the Parish and parishioners.
Centre our thoughts on you and your will. Help us to make wise and careful decisions.
Thank you for all the blessings you have given us and we pray that we may share your goodness with
others. Amen.

A1 Parish Pastoral Council Membership 2016/2017
CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Ex-officio Members
Fr. Clarence (Pastor), Deacon George Phillips (Deacon), Lorraine Allore (Trustee),
Todd Trencansky (Trustee)

Adult Members (4 Appointed: 3 year Term, 5 At-Large: 2 year term)

Term ends (1st/2nd)

Mike Pellicciotti (President)

(Appointed)

May 2018

Jacquelyn Newman (Secretary)
Bill Didas
Ann DiTommaso *

(Appointed)
(Appointed)
(At Large)

May 2018
May 2018
May 2017 (1st)

Greg Marx
Tim Schum *

(At Large)
(At Large)

May 2017 (2nd)
May 2017 (1st)

(Open)

(At Large)

TBD

(Open)

(Appointed)

TBD

(Open)

(At Large)

TBD

* New Members 2015/16
Youth Members (2 At-Large 1 year Term)
Bradley Cook**
Audrey Burke**

(At Large)
(At Large)

** New Members 2016-2017
Positions to fill for the 2016-2017 year
1) Appointed:
2) At-Large:
3) At-Large:
Parishioners interested in joining the PPC as of 5/31/16
1) Jack Ebert
2) Duane Rinker

May 2017
May 2017

History and Mission

(A3) Transportation Ministry
Mike Pellicciotti – Transportation Ministry Coordinator

The Transportation Ministry started in June 2014 and provides rides to and from weekend masses for those in our parish unable to drive.
We initially provided service to both the Saturday 4:30pm mass and the Sunday 11am mass, but after a number of months we settled on
just providing service to the 11am mass. We’ve provided rides to over 125 masses to date! No special license is needed to drive the van,
the only requirement is that drivers must take the NYS 6 hour driving course for insurance purposes. Insurance falls under the Diocesan’s
policies.
Current Status
We have 6 drivers and 4 helpers (we need more of both). Most weekends we have 5-8 elderly riders in the van, plus the driver and helper.
On a typical weekend we pickup 1 rider from near our church and the remaining from two stops at Good Shepard in Endwell. The van can
seat a total of 12 people (driver, helper, 9 riders).
Concerns







The parish van is very difficult for the riders to get into, and more importantly out of.
It is practically impossible for most of the riders to buckle their seatbelts without help.
Anything over 6 riders requires use of the rearmost bench seat which only a few of the riders can actually get into and out of.
As riders become less nimble they become more prone to slipping, falling and/or injuring themselves while entering/exiting the
van.
All of the drivers are concerned that we are on the verge of someone getting hurt.
There is no easy way to tell someone that they are no longer able to use the van.

Current Work-Arounds



The driver and helper “assist” passenger’s in/out of the van. (“assist” can be holding them up, providing an arm to pull against, etc)
The driver/helper assist passengers with their seatbelts when possible.

Possible Paths Forward


Continue the service as is.

 Discontinue the service.
 Modify the current van with a chair lift ($7K-$10K) http://www.accessunlimited.com
 Purchase a different used van that is easier to get in/out of (~$15K-$30K)(example)
 BC Lift 763-8747 http://www.gobroomecounty.com/transit/bc-lift-ada-home
 Taxi’s or Serafini Transportation 762-5480 http://serafinitransportation.com
 Individual parishioners picking up their designated riders in their own cars
What’s next?


Discussion



A4 DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
 November 5, 2016

Opening Prayer by Bill Flynn and Larry Hagan.
Welcome – Tina Dyer, DPC Executive Secretary, introduced diocesan staff present.
Tom Tynan, DPC Chairperson, welcomed new attendees and the ‘experienced’ trustees who would have a breakout session with Msgr
Elmer and John Barsanti.
A Reflection on the State of the Diocese – Bishop Cunningham began by talking about the different levels of Church – universal, diocesan,
parish and domestic. The domestic Church (home) is where our basic faith is passed on through families. It is through our individual parish
churches where this faith is formalized and strengthened.
All parishes are united under the guidance and direction of the bishop. He is called to teach, lead, sanctify and shepherd all of the faithful
entrusted to his care whether or not they practice their religion. Also, he is called to foster a sense of ecumenism with other Christian faiths. In
fact, he is entrusted with the care for all the people within the territory of his diocese.
In the seven counties of the Diocese of Syracuse the Catholic population is around 250,000. Bishop has a responsibility for all the people of the
diocese, but in a special way to reach out to those who have “fallen away.”
There is a special bond between the bishop and the priest of his diocese, those whom he assigns to serve the people. The Bishop assigns a
pastor to extend his ministry to serve the needs of each parish. It is in the parish where our faith is shaped and nurtured. It is for that reason that
Bishop Cunningham will do all he can to keep parishes alive and well.
The first consideration of the state of the diocese is the need for priests. Presently there are about 108 active priests serving 127 parishes.
Bishop Cunningham’s challenge is, to the best of his ability, to provide priests for our parishes. It is not helpful to look at the past and long for
what no longer exists. Bishops in larger dioceses are struggling to do the same. They all have similar stories.
Since Bishop came to Syracuse 7 ½ years ago he has ordained 8 young men to serve the needs of the diocese. However, during that same time
we have buried 50 priests. And at the present time there are 8 in the seminary. For these reasons we need to adjust Mass schedules and a time
may well come when it will be necessary to attend Sunday Mass in another parish within your pastoral care area.
Some of the other challenges facing our diocese:
 Low Mass attendance – about 1/3 of people who identify themselves as Catholic attend Mass regularly – and for some ‘regularly’
does not mean weekly. In 2000 our Sunday Mass attendance was 103,630. In 2015 it was 75,332.
 Faith Formation classes are struggling. Parents drop off children for class but many do not come or do not bring their children to
Mass. In 2000 we had 8,085 high school students enrolled – in 2015 there were 4,925. In 2000 there were 33,291 elementary
students and last year we had 13,536 in faith formation classes. That is more than a 50% drop in 15 years.
 In 2000 there were 3,946 youth confirmed – last year 2,647.
 Baptisms – in 2000 5,689 infants were baptized and in 2015 the number was 2,612.





Many of our people are in invalid marriages. Yet they want to be Godparents or Confirmation sponsors and become angry when
they are not permitted to do so.
The few couples who seek to be married in the Church are often living together and are not active members of a parish. In 2000
there were 2,083 weddings and last year the number was 769.
Many of the faithful departed are not brought to the Church for the Mass of Christian Burial. If they are, family and friends are often
unsure of what to do.

There are many reasons why people have fallen into indifference or to the darkness of the culture in which we live. For all of us this can be
discouraging. How do we respond?
Pope Francis has told us not give up. Keep coming to the Church to hear God’s word proclaimed and allow this word to transform you hearts.
The Jubilee Year of Mercy calls the Church to a renewed and deeper conversion. The invitation is clear. Come back. The Pope also speaks of
the need for us to accompany people who are in difficult life situations.
The statistics shared are a cause for concern. But they are also an opportunity to deepen our faith in the Lord who does not abandon his people.
We must remember we have the Holy Spirit to guide us in these challenging times.
Year of Mercy – Shelter the Homeless - Andrew Lunetta, Executive Director of Tiny Homes for Good spoke about his work with some of the
800 homeless in Syracuse.
“Pedal Possibilities”
 In January 2011 men staying at the Oxford Inn needed to leave every morning which meant they were out in the cold for the next 1314 hours. Andrew made arrangements with the Brady Faith Center to allow these men warm shelter in their facility to go to during the
day.
 That spring Andrew offered eight mile bike rides 3 days a week for the men at Brady Center. This was the beginning of Pedal
Possibilities. After 10 rides the men were given their bike to keep.
 No matter what the weather condition the eight mile ride takes place.
 There are 3 benefits to this activity: exercise, providing a cheap form of transportation and since outsiders have been invited to
participate it brings a wide variety of people together who are all doing the same thing.
“Tiny Homes for Good”
After graduation in 2012 from LeMoyne and finishing a graduate degree in 2014 Andrew realized the need for homeless men to have stable and
safe housing. So, in November of 2014 Tiny Homes for Good was founded.
 Homeless people do not say they want a palace to live in. All they want is a warm space where they can cook, have their own
bathroom and call it ‘home.’
 They began by identifying vacant lots in Syracuse. This was a roadblock in the beginning. Not everyone wanted a ‘homeless’ person
living in their neighborhood.
 Dozens of volunteer groups help build these 250 square feet homes.
 Three Tiny Homes have already opened and on Veterans’ Day there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for 3 more of these homes.

Parish Evangelization Programs – Many DPC people expressed interest in learning more about some of the evangelization programs going on
in our diocese at the present time. Caleb Payne gave a brief overview of the ALPHA program happening at St Mary in Cortland. Penny
Anderson from St Francis Xavier in Marcellus talked about the ChristLife program. After their presentations many representatives took the
opportunity to ask questions dealing with: cost, number of participants, how often and where do they meet, what is the format of a usual meeting
and what changes have been seen by participants in those two parishes.
PCA Activities - When the representatives arrived they were asked to:
List any activities which have taken place within your PCA
or
Any PCA activities that are in the process of being planned
Larry Hagan and John DeRousie collated the responses and gave a brief report. Larry indicated for the 27 PCA groups there were 65 sheets
turned in of which 17 of those were blank or indicated no activities had taken place or were being planned. On the remaining 48 sheets a variety
of activities were listed. John has provided a complete listing which is included in this mailing with the hope that perhaps other PCAs and/or
parishes will benefit from the ideas presented.
Question and Answer Session - Bishop Cunningham.
After a pastor has served six years in a parish is there a possibility he could be transferred or is this a decision he makes? Well,
everyday there is a possibility that a priest can be transferred. After six years a pastor has completed one term. Some choose to move on and
some would like to stay. But in all cases I have to make the decision as to what is best for the needs of the diocese. We have had many cases
where pastors completed two six year terms, but that could be changing with our needs to cover our parishes changes. Transfers are hard but
they are good in the sense that it provides new blood and new ideas. Of course, if you love your pastor you don’t want to see him leave. And,
then there are those who wonder if the six years will ever be over!
Are parishes required to have a Mass offered every weekend for parishioners or is it voluntary? It seems to me that some churches do
this every weekend and some never do. A pastor is required to say himself, or to have said, a Mass for his parishioners on Sundays and Holy
Days of Obligation. If the pastor cannot say it on Sunday he can say it another day of the week or they can have it said elsewhere. Also, a
bishop of a diocese has to say Mass every Sunday and Holy Day for the people of his diocese.
In the past few years our bulletin often list multiple names for Mass intentions. For example: for the family of . . . or for Jane and John
Doe. Is this now the accepted practice in the Church? The practice had been that a priest celebrated a Mass for one intention. However,
recently Rome gave bishops permission to allow parishes to have one or two Masses a week that might have multiple intentions.
A recent article in the Catholic Sun indicated there were about two dozen people commissioned as lay ministers. Isn’t this a very small
number for a diocese our size? This class was smaller than usual. But we take what comes to us. We would always be interested in having
more. Sometimes it depends on where the classes are held in the diocese. Sometimes people go to a class that is closer to where they live.
After seeing your busy weekly schedule in the Catholic Sun – do you ever have a day to yourself? Yes! Sometimes on Saturday – but I
take time when I feel I need it.

What is the best way to inspire people who live quite a distance from Syracuse to support the capital campaign for the restoration of
the Cathedral when in the midst of keeping our own church in good repair. That’s a good question. Offerings for the Cathedral restoration
are totally volunteer. Repair work like this happens about once in a generation and we are inviting everyone to participate. People from all over
the diocese benefit from the Cathedral at various times during the year for such things: The Rite of Initiation of Christian Adults, the Immaculata
Award ceremony, ordinations, the Mass for Marriage Jubilee and Holy Week Services. It is the Mother Church of the diocese and all people, in a
sense are its parishioners.
I am frustrated by our being called a “Council.” I have been a member for two years and have not been asked for thoughts or opinions
on anything. Here we do not operate as a ‘council’ but as an ‘assembly’ that just gets interesting information but gives no input. How
is that helpful to the diocese or to you? The suggestions, topics and programs presented here are not proposed by me but rather by the
Steering Committee who are all members of this Council. The DPC has been conducted in this way for man, many years. It was meant to be a
vehicle of communication to hear what was going on in the diocese and then take that information back to your parish pastoral councils.
Diocesan pastoral councils are recognized by the Church. Most DPCs would have about 15 people on them not the number we have here today.
I think this is a great way to bring people of the diocese together to share diocesan information. If there is a particular topic of interest someone
has then he/she should let Tom Tynan or Tina Dyer know. We try to present topics that are initiated by members of the body of the Council.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Madison
DPC Secretary

SPRING MEETING DATES

MARCH 11 and MAY 6

List any activities which have taken place within your PCA
or
any PCA activities that are in the process of being planned


Denotes activities that are taking place in three or more PCAs
_____________

*Mass schedule adjustments (common to all PCAs)
Listing parish events for all churches in all bulletins
*Shared RCIA and Faith Formation programs
Combined Lenten Services
Retreats for Faith Formation Instructors
Retreats for Men
Collaboration of Music Ministries

A joint website that includes all parishes in the PCA
Sponsored a 5 K walk / run as a fundraiser for those in need
Monthly luncheons for members of all parishes
Hosted a visit from the Diocesan Office of Evangelization
*Began a summer youth program
*Collaboration with all parishes to collect food and gifts for those in need at Thanksgiving
and Christmas
Establishment of a Welcome Center that includes distribution of a ‘Goodie Bag’ and
parish information
Coordinated a group of parishioners to participate in the March for Life in Washington
*Collaborated with all parishes in the PCA to offer a 24-hour Adoration
*Combined office and financial responsibilities
*Began its own evangelization program and/or an evangelization program offered
through the Diocese
*Established an Electronic Giving option for parishioners
PCA wide picnics
Receptions following events such as First Communion, Confirmation, and Holy Days

Compiled by John DeRousie
Representative from St Mary in Oswego





A5 – St James Vocations Committee Traveling Cross

A5(2) Traveling Vocation Cross Image

A6 Parish Ministry Update
———————————————————————
From: <JBarna>
Subject: Re: Church of the Holy Family - Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting Wednesday Nov 30th
Date: November 29, 2016 at 8:17:32 AM EST
To: Michael J Pellicciotti
Hi Mike,
The biggest problem I am facing is trying to get parishioners to help with the Welcome Ministry. I prepare the bag - all they have to
do is pick it up, make or buy a loaf of bread and meet the new family. They don't have to spend lots of time with them. I usually keep
them simple, unless they are seniors who need someone to speak with for a while.
If anyone knows of an individual, a couple or a team that would like to help out, I would appreciate any help I can get.
I just lost Joyce Kurkoski and Linda Schmidt (although Linda was not able to do any due to her illness), plus Richard Faust.
It is important for them to know that I can work with their schedules. Some people go South in the Winter. People go on vacations, or
have visitors or perhaps have a health issue. All they have to do is tell me and I will go to another individual or couple.
I have also put this is the bulletin several times to no avail.
thanks,
jan barna

—————————————————————————
11/29/16 - Ushers
Steve Fales said the Ushers need people to help at the Saturday 4pm mass and Sunday 8am mass, they are all set for the Sunday
11am mass.

A8 – Diocesan Pastoral Council Update

